
Minutes of a meeting of Underbarrow & Bradleyfield Parish Council held at 
Underbarrow Institute on Thursday 25th November 2021 at 7pm. 
 
Present were Councillors Ben Cunliffe (Chairman), Richard Carruthers, Charlotte 
Cartwright, Sylvia Gibson and Peter Swindlehurst, County Councillor Jim Bland, 
District Councillor John Holmes, one member of the public and Parish Clerk Kevin 
Price.  Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mark Simpson. 
 
21/53  Public participation: 
 

a. Highways defect above Thorns Corner on the right hand side - Councillor 
Carruthers, who has also cleared some of the drains out, has reported this to 
CCC Highways and has a job number for it. 

b. A further defect was reported which appears to be a BT problem.  Councillor 
Bland agreed to investigate. 

 
21/54  Requests for Dispensations:  None. 
 
21/55  Declarations of Interest: 
 
There were no Declarations of Interest made in respect of any matters on the 
agenda. 
 
21/56  Minutes: 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 30th September 2021, having been circulated 
were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
 
21/57  Reports: 
 
Councillor Bland said that some potholes had been repaired on Bonfire Lane. 
 
Councillor Holmes had circulated his report, which will be appended to these minutes 
in the file.  This covered the following issues: 

 
a. SLDC is pre-occupied at present with Local Government Reorganisation; the 

new Authority will be called 'Westmorland and Furness'. 
b. A shadow Council will be elected in 2022, and the full Council in 2023.   
c. There is a new website, for keeping up to date with developments.  
d. The Greening Campaign is being extended.   
e. Free parking in Kendal SLDC car parks is extended to 19th December. 
f. SLDC is supportive of green groups in the community. 
g. A number of contract or agency staff are being employed at SLDC at present, 

which is due to staff leaving their posts and it is more expensive for the 
Council. 

h. David Wilson is no longer willing to enter into a contract, as in former years, to 
ensure the minor roads in the parish are gritted.  Councillor Holmes is 
pursuing the matter with CCC Highways. 
 



21/58  Mushroom on Scout Scar: 
 
No progress has been made, although Councillor Cunliffe is asking Pier1 again to 
carry out the work. 
 
Roger Kay has notified the Council that he has a disk with much information relevant 
to the Council on it.  The possibility of using this as a village archive will be an 
agenda item for the next meeting. 
 
21/59  Village Hall: 
 
The survey of the hall was carried out earlier this week - the drawings are awaited.  It 
was reported that the village hall committee are obtaining estimates for the 
replacement of windows.  It was felt that a joint meeting of all interested parties 
would be useful to decide what works could be achieved as potential sums are 
available from the Parish Council and the Village Hall Committee.  Pooling resources 
on a collaborative plan would have the greatest benefit.  The Clerk will contact the 
committee to ask if this can be arranged and Councillors Richard Carruthers and 
Charlotte Cartwright, would talk directly to members of the committee. 
 
21/60  Water at Thorns Corner: 
 
The grids are full of grass, although Councillor Carruthers has dug some of them out 
and the water is now flowing. 
 
21/61  Parish Land: 
 
No further progress has been made; the Clerk has been unable to obtain a reply 
from SLDC Monitoring Officer but will try again. 
 
21/62  Financial business: 
 

a. The cash and budget statements were noted and all payments made were 
approved. 

 
b. A requests for funding from Crosthwaite CE School, to assist in the provision 

of additional classroom space, which will also be used for community groups 
etc.  It was resolved to contribute £1,000 towards this project. 

 
c. The Budget Report, produced by the Clerk, was considered and it was 

resolved that this Council makes a Precept upon South Lakeland District 
Council for the financial year 2022-23 in the sum of £8,343.  There is 
therefore no change in the parish element of the Council Tax again. 

 
21/63  Planning - there were no planning matters to consider. 
 
21/64  Greening Campaign: The Greening campaign was described by Councillor 
Holmes and the grants were discussed as potentially viable for use in improving the 
Village Hall.  Councillor Cunliffe asked if any Councillors were willing to investigate 
the grants. There was no uptake at the meeting.    



A volunteer is needed to lead on the Greening Campaign in this parish.  The Clerk 
will circulate details to all Councillors, and this should be extended to the 
Underbarrow Village Hall Committee as the proposed new windows could be 
covered under this grant.  Anybody wishing to pursue this in the wider community 
would be welcome. . 
 
21/65  Tree planting: 
 
An email from Maggie Stockdale was considered, regarding the proposed planting of 
two trees to mark the WI Centenary. The council was supportive in principal but was 
divided on the proposed locations. Some members thought the plots proposed would 
accommodate a decorative tree but others felt these would obstruct visibility to the 
highway over time.  
 
Maggie Stockdale did mention that any suggestions of locations in addition to her 
own thoughts would be welcome and the Council welcomed the idea.   Councillor 
Cunliffe will bring a village plan to the next meeting to consider locations.  
 
It was noted that the cherry tree at the end of Nook Lane need some boughs 
removing from it.  
 
21/66  Open Forum: 
 

a. There are visibility issues on Mill Lane. 
b. Correspondence regarding Thorns Lane was noted regarding potholes and 

Councillor Cunliffe advised residents how to complain to CCC Highways 
directly.  

 
21/67  Date of the next meeting: 
 
Thursday 3rd February 2022 at 7pm at Underbarrow Institute. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 8.10pm. 
 
 
 
 
     Signed: 
 
 
 
 
Dated: 


